[Case of neurocardiogenic syncope with asystole during insertion of epidural catheter].
A 25-year-old healthy woman was scheduled for enucleatic myomectomy under combined epidural and general anesthesia. During insertion of a lumbar epidural catheter, sudden loss of consciousness associated with asystole developed. This condition was quickly restored by rapid fluid infusion, administration of atropine sulfate (0.5 mg) and oxygen (6l x min(-1)). Diagnosis of neurocardiogenic syncope (NCS) was made by previous episodes of fainting revealed at that point. An epidural catheter was placed under sedation with midazolam 2 mg. Surgery was performed uneventfully under sevoflurane anesthesia. Since NCS occurs recurrently in a susceptible individual, it is important to identify previous syncopal episode preoperatively. If such an event is anticipated, prevention including proper communication to reduce patient's anxiety, careful vigilance on both patient and monitor during procedure, gentle maneuver to reduce pain and use sedative and/or anticholinergic agents must be considered.